By Marr Gincras 
Editor-in-Chief 

Finals Frenzy booth 
caters to students 


In the week leading up to the 
fall semester finals, the NECC 
Student Engagement Center lent 
a helping hand to students. 

In the Spurk building lobby, 
workers from the Student En- 
gagement Center gave out treats, 
including water, chips and juice 
-- free of charge. 


A snowy case of the 
Mondays 


Classes on Monday weren’t 
as full as normal, when the first 
snowfall of the season took place. 

The school didn’t experience 
any delays due to weather, but 
many students felt the effects 
of the weather. Delays on most 
roads due to cautious driving held 
some students back. 


Honors students 
display semester 


presentations 

On Dec. 4, the honors program 
held their semi-annual project 
viewing.. 

The event took place in the 
Hartleb Technology Center from 
noon to | p.m. 

The projects varied in topics, 
from Dominican culture to An- 
cient Egyptian history. 


Respiratory Care 
Club raffle 


The Respiratory Care Club is 
hosting a raffle. Tickets are $1 
and prizes are assorted gift cards, 
among other items. Tickets on 
sale at Dimitry Atrium on Dec. 
11 from noon to 2 p.m. 


Toys for Joy gives 
something back 


By SAMANTHA TITUS 


Correspondent 

“Toys for Joy” is NECC’s Ear- 
ly Childhood Education (ECE) 
Club’s way of giving back to the 
community. They gathered do- 
nations of new toys for children 
of all ages, leading up to Dec 10, 
when the drive was concluded. 

The toys are being donated 
to the children at the Emmaus 
House in Haverhill. Emmaus of- 
fers affordable housing to many 
families that would otherwise be 
homeless. They specifically re- 
‘quested donations of art supplies, 
but all still-packaged toys were 
accepted. 


News Bytes 


Bookstore 
finally has its 
move-in date 


Haverhill campus 
bookstore to finally 


See expansion 
By Cuap GorHAM 
News Editor 

With the construction going 
on in the Behrakis One-Stop Stu- 
dent Center, there is confusion 
with students on what is exactly 
going in the space in the old caf- 
eteria and when it will be ready. 

The cafeteria in the Behrakis 
building closed at the end of the 
spring 2013 semester, with a re- 
opening date of November 2013. 
Some students thought the plan 
was to reopen the cafeterian, but, 
according to the college adminis- 
tration, there is not going to be a 
full service cafeteria lilke in the 
prevous years at Northern Essex. 

The space will be home to an 
expanded book store with a cafe 
supplied by NexDine and the 
completion date has been pushed 
back 

David Gingerella, the vice 
president and CFO of NECC, 
said, “Due to a number of unfore- 
seen delays in getting the permits 
needed to do the conversion, 
the bookstore opening has been 
pushed back to the beginning of 
classes in the spring. 

“The project remains on bud- 
get and we are confident that the 
students, faculty and staff will get 
significant benefits from the new 
larger, open floor plan bookstore 
and coffee shop.” 

When students were asked 
about the cafeteria going away 
and the bookstore moving to its 


place, there seemed to be a bit of 
confusion. 

An Arts and Multimedia stu- 
dent, Kyle Hatfield, said he was 
aware of what was going on, but 
he had heard it through friends a 
few weeks ago, and not through 
the school. 

So, unfortunately to some, the 
cafeteria is not returning. The 
school bookstore, which is oper- 
ated by the Follet Corporation, is 
moving upstairs. 

According to Ray Short, the 
manager of the campus book- 
store, they will be carrying food. 

It will be coming from Jitters, 
which is operated by NexDine. 
With the amount of space in the 
new bookstore, the hope is that 
there will be more of a variety of 
options, Short said. 

Some students, however, are 
not happy with the quality or the 
pricing at Jitters. 

They feel the food quality is 
bad and they feel that is extremely 
over priced for college students. 

Christina Hillner, a journalism 
major at Northern Essex, said that 
the pizza is always dried out, they 
they have it delivered from Papa 
Gino’s and it then sits on the back 
counter. 

Jitters puts it under a heating 
lamp. By the time Hillner gets to 
Jitters, she feels that it is like a 
piece of cardboard. 

Josephine Sebagisha a Liberal 
Arts and Biology major said she 
is so upset because she is having 
trouble buying lunch. 


Continued on page 4 


Holidays finally 
upon us 


As cold comes to 
NECC, winter break 


a warm welcome 
By Marr Gincras 
Correspondent 

In the Sport and Fitness Cen- 
ter, a new addition of a Christmas 
tree has found its way in the lob- 
by. 
That’s just one of many things 
on the NECC campuses indicat- 
ing that, yes, the holidays are fi- 
nally here. 


Lawrence’s_ seasonal cele- 
bration was a hit, and Haverhill 
plans a similar event on Dec. 11. 

Finals begin this week, and 
with that, the semester is finally 
coming to a close. 

Students, if they have not al- 
ready done so, are still strongly 
encouraged to register for their 
spring semester classes. Many 
classes have already filled. 

The Observer wishes its read- 
ers a very happy holidays. 


The Observer is your newspaper! We want to hear from 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


; : Photo by Faith Gregory 
Jitters, the only food venue on campus, is always busy 


and buzzing with students 
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As the finals period comes to 
a close, the winter break is ap- 
proaching. 

The winter break gives us a 
good opportunity to recharge our 
batteries. 

Students will get about four 
weeks to take a break from class- 
es and homework, and put their 
feet up for a little bit. 

Of course, students lead busy 
day-to-day lives. Many students 
have children, work full time, or 
both. 

That doesn’t mean that the 
break won’t be helpful. For most, 
it will be a nice chance to spend 
time with their families. 

The break will let those busy 
students hang out with their 
friends and spend time with their 
families. The extra burden of 
studying for calculus or history 
will be gone, at least for a while. 

Of course, some faculty won’t 
see much of a break. For exam- 
ple, Student Engagement will be 
working during the break, as their 
Spring Orientation begins in ear- 
ly January. 

Most professors will also be 
using the time to re-work lessons, 
just like students will re-work 
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Editorial 
Winter break arriving soon at NECC 


possible class schedules and 
study situations. 

NECC athletics will also take 
a break, although they return’ on 
Jan. 11, much earlier than the Jan. 
22 start date that the classes have. 

The security at NECC will 
be patrolling the school during 
the break, in order to maintain a 
smooth day-by-day operation. 

Make a snowman. Build a 
snow tunnel. Have snowball 
fights. Watch football‘on Sundays 
and take in extra calories. 

Do things that you ordinarily 
wouldn’t, because, hey, it’s your 
break, and you deserve it. 

Unwinding after winter break 
is important. If you need a break, 
take advantage of the lack of 
classes with rest and relaxation. 
Not only will you be recharged 
for the spring, but you will be able 
to enjoy yourself for a month. 

The Observer will give you all 
the important updates from the 
break on our first issue back, the 
Jan. 22, 2014 issue. 

We’ll have updates on the 
men’s basketball team, a report 
on New Student Orientation, as 
well as anything else pertaining 
to Northern Essex. 
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What are you doin 
over winter break? 


Spo Om 


Sleeping, relaxing and Watching Game of Thrones Spending time with the 


looking into internships with my girlfriend family. 
BRANDON WILEY Matt Gincras EVERSON TAVERAS 
Laboratory Sciences Journalism Journalism 


I PE TESTES I’m going to start my 
my application to Clarion internship at Kiss 108 


THOMAS SHAMMA Cuap GorRHAM 
Philosophy/Journalism Journalism 


I’m working. 


Farru Grecory 
Journalism/Poli. Science 


D 
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Save money and buy 
presents this holiday 


season 
By Jessica PALMER 
Opinions Editor 

Its that time of year again 
where Christmas shopping is a 
first priority. Stores are filled with 
consumers looking for a deal that 
will give them the best present to 
give to their loved ones. 

However, we all know the 

hole it burns in our pockets every 
year. Many drown in their credit 
card debt, while others take the 
safe route and save their money 
for specifically this time of year. 

How can you ensure you save 
your money while ensuring you 
have the best gifts possible? Fol- 
low these steps and you can count 
on a good amount of gifts for half 
of the debt. 


Placement 


dsst/. 


45 Franklin St. 


nce, MA 01843 


Dimitry Building 
L-200 
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Opinion 


‘Tis the season 


Nowadays with technology 
being a part of our every day 
lives, apps such as Mint.com and 
Bill Guard have been created for 
your benefit. Mint.com allows 
you to create monthly budgets for 
yourself such as 
gas, coffee, and 


shopping. 
This app also 
provides you 


with the option 
to create goals 
such as paying 


graph that shows you where the 
majority of your money is going. 

Another idea to ponder is to 
create a personal budget using 
Microsoft Word or Excel, there 
are templates that use simple 


You can purchase your loved ones well- 
thought gifts while being aware of your 


budget 


of your financial goals and where 
you stand currently in terms of 
debt and available money. 

Be careful of in store credit 
cards, stores use these to draw 
you into a “good deal” however, 
these credit cards 
posses a high APR 
(Annual _ Percent- 
age Rate), which 
can pile on the in- 
terest and increase 
your balance dras- 
tically. 


off your ey 7 oe Your best bet 
card debt, this 


option also pro- 

vides you with an estimated time 
span in which your debt will be 
paid off by deciding how much 
you will pay each month. 

This gives you an idea on 
what your spending ability is by 
also paying down your debt. Bill 
Guard does essentially the same 
as Mint.com but also gives you a 


calculations and a chart that can 
show you what you are allowed 
to spend and still keep a fluffy 
wallet. 

Using this method can allow 
you to print out your final prod- 
uct and you can keep it in your 
wallet or post it somewhere in 
your house that can remind you 


P4 Northern Essex 


Community 
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Accelerate Your Path to Degree Completion: 


Get College Credit for Prior Learning 


=> CLEP: The College-Level Examination Program® (CLEP) offers you the opportunity to receive 
college credit for what you already know. Eam qualifying scores on select subject examina- 
tions and eam transferrable credits. The 90-minute exams cost $80.00 each along with a 
$35.00 NECC registration fee. Learn more! www.necc.mass.edu/academics/testing/clep- 


= DSST: The DANTES Subject Standardized Test is similar to CLEP. The test cost for DSST is 
$80 along with a $35.00 NECC registration fee. Learn more! www.necc.mass.edu/academics/ 


=> CREDENTIAL EVALUATION: Credential Evaluation is the process of recognizing and equat- 
ing to Northern Essex Community College courses, learning that has been achieved within a 
non-collegiate educational program of study conducted by qualified instructors. Credit consid- 
erations include: course work and training conducted by the military, business and industry, 
and other organizations whose primary purpose is not education. The NECC Registration fee 
is $40.00 and a $50.00 fee per credit awarded, Learn more! www.necc.mass.edu/academics/ 
testing/credit-by-credential-evaluation/. 


> CHALLENGE EXAM: if you feel that your background, education, and experience have given 
you sufficient knowledge in a subject area, you may be eligible to challenge certain courses. 
Earning course credit through Challenge Examinations is equivalent to passing a cumulative, 
end-of-the-term examination or a series of comparable exams. Challenge Exam fees are 
$50.00 per credit and a $10.00 NECC registration fee. Learn more! www.necc.mass.edu/ 


academics/testing/challenge/ 


> MILITARY EVALUATIONS: The Academic Placement & Testing Center evaluates military 
transcripts and uses the American Council on Education (ACE) “Service members Opportunity 
College Guide” and website, www.militaryquides acenet edu, for credit recommendations. 


There is no fee charged for this service. NECC is a military friendly school. Learn more! 
Www.necc.mass.edu/academics/testing/military-evaluations/ 


= PORTFOLIO EVALUATIONS: A Learning Portfolio is an instrument used by students to peti- 
tion to receive college credit. This student-prepared document outlines, in depth, the learning 
gained outside the college classroom and shows the relationship to college-level learning 
There is a $40.00 evaluation fee and $50 per credit after evaluation. Learn more! 
www.necc.mass.edu/academics/esting/portfolio-evaluation/ 


= LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY TESTING: Measure your knowledge in one of 50 languages 
through NYU's School of Continuing and Professional Studies. Fees vary by credit. Learn 
more! www.scps.nyu.edu/areas-of-study/foreign-lanquages/continuing-education/ 


roficiency.html 


Restrictions may apply and not ail credit is transferrable. 
Please contact us for more information. 


if you are looking 
into getting a cred- 
it card for this time of the year 
is to look into your bank’s credit 
cards or look into APR free cards 
for the first six months, this will 
allow you to pay strictly for the 
products that were purchased 
without the worry of having to 
pay interest. 
You can purchase your loved 


ones well-thought presents while 
being aware of your budget and 
prevent yourself from going over 
board. 

It is easy to put yourself on 
cloud nine when you have what 
it seems like endless money when 
in reality, you have to pay off that 
debt, you may be better off using 
your own money to do this year’s 
Christmas shopping. 

To go that route, another op- 
tion is to create a savings account 
months before Christmas time, 
and make it strictly your Christ- 
mas money, so when that time 
comes around you have money 
available to use to buy presents 
for the holiday. 

Don’t let stores and online 
websites fool you when buying 
Christmas presents this year. 
Reflect on your budget and keep 
reminding yourself that you can 
save money and spread the holi- 
day cheer. 


Starbucks on 
a budget 


Enjoy your favorite Starbucks treat at home 


with easy to make recipes at home. Same 
great taste with a much better pricetag. 


By Jessica PALMER 
Opinions Editor 

Every Christmas season Star- 
bucks ropes in their customers 
with their Vanilla Chai Lattes, 
Peppermint Hot Chocolate, and 
their signature iced and hot green 
teas. 

Although these drinks are de- 
licious and somewhat nutritious, 
they are quick to drain your mon- 
ey. However, there are ways to 
make your favorite Starbucks 
drink at home. 

For example, their Iced Green 
Tea Lemonade runs for about $4 
for a Venti, their second largest 
size drink. 

You may be thinking that is not 
too bad for a drink but the amount 
of ice that takes up their cup de- 
feats the purpose of the drink. 

It is hard to enjoy their iced 
drinks because they go on ice 
overload. This at home recipe 
for their Iced Green Tea Lemon- 
ade will give your taste buds the 
craved taste of Starbucks. 

To achieve this signature drink 
you will need one tea bag of 
green tea, ice, and a half of pack- 
et of lemonade, such as the ones 
that you use to pour into your wa- 
ter bottle. 

First, brew the green tea and 
allow it to chill to room tempera- 
ture, then proceed to pour half of 
the cup over ice and allow that to 
become chilled. 

Following that, pour the half 
of packet into the glass and stir, 
and to finish this beverage off, 
pour the remainder of the green 
tea on top and stir. 

Being able to make that many 
knock off Starbucks drinks for 
the price of one is a majoy sav- 


ings. Their Vanilla Chai latte sells 
for about $4 for a Grande, their 
third largest drink. 

To make this drink at home 
you will need one tea bag of Va- 
nilla Chai tea, Vanilla Silk or any 
sort of vanilla flavored milk, and 
you can also add a splash of egg 
nog to make it more festive. 

Brew the Vanilla Chai tea and 
then add the milk and egg nog to 
make the tea a caramel to a milky 
color, and you have a hot Vanilla 
Chai Latte. 

Also, if you wish to find other 
ways to make Starbucks drinks at 
home, there are numerous recipes 
online that can be healthy and de- 
licious. 

Enjoy your favorite Starbucks 
holiday treat at home and for a 
fraction of the cost. The ingredi- 
ents used in this recipe value at 
the same cost as one Starbucks 
drink. The amount of ingredients 
that were bought can make up to 
twenty servings. 

You’ll also able to tinker with 
the recipes. If you like something, 
but have allergies or don’t like a 
particular ingredient, you can 
substitute it with something you 
know you’|I like -- or experiment 
to find a new flavor. 

Don’t let a tight budget pre- 
vent you from enjoy these festive 
and delicious drinks. Cheaper 
alternatives can save your wallet 
while prodiving you with a deli- 
cious beverage. Make your kitch- 
en a live in Starbucks. 
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Bookstore changes 


Continued from page 1 


“The food is not good and it is 
so expensive, she said. “I wish we 
could get our old café back.” 

Alan Rowe, the representative 
from NexDine said that one prob- 
lem they have is the Papa Gino’s 
that the company works with is 
a distance away. He said that all 
other food is also shipped in from 
an hour away. 


company did not ship the food in 
they made it right on campus.” 
Gingerella said, “Overall it 
appears that most individuals 
using Jitters have been satisfied 
with the quality of the food. The 
amount of business being done 
at that location on a daily basis 
actually exceeds the amount of 
business that the old cafe in the 
student center and the old Jitters 
did combined. As in all instances 
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Overall, it appears that most individuals 
using Jitters have been satisfied with the 
quality of the food. 

- David Gingerella 
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Rowe also said that that Nex- 
Dine had bought a $4,000 dollar 
oven that sits back behind the 
counter but they are not allowed 
to cook. 

Abigail Perez, a Nursing stu- 
dent, was confused by all the 
changes. “What happened to 
fresh food? Don’t we deserve 
to have fresh food? Why does it 
have to be shipped in? The last 


I’m sure there are times when in- 
dividuals are not totally satisfied 
with the products they have pur- 
chased. In those cases I would 
suggest that they approach the 
manager on site and ask for a re- 
fund or replacement.” 

According to Gingerella, there 
are some exciting new things 
coming to the bookstore. They 
will be adding specialty coffee, 


Haverhill Campus 


Nov. 20 - Sometime between 
Friday Nov. 15 and Tuesday 
Nov. 19 a $100 American Ex- 
press gift card and over $200 
of movie tickets were taken 
from a desk drawer in the 
Student Engagement Center 


Nov 20 - Student had cell 
hone stolen while taking the 
GED test in th eStudent Ceter 


_ Dec 2- A student was com- 
plaining of severe back pain . 


An ambulance came 


took 


student to Lawrence General 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St., 
room C-112(b) 
978.556.3689 


Riverwalk Campus 
360 Merrimack St. 
Bldg. 9, Entry K, Floor 3 


978.659.1200 


fresh, fruit, and they will have 
frozen foods and microwaves 
available. Gingerella also said 
this is being done to increase 
healthier food options. 

In the Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts, when contracts expire, 
state agencies are required by law 
to go out and get competitive bids 
and take the best bid and award 
the contract to that company. 
That is why the food service ven- 
dor changed at NECC, according 
to Gingerella, 

Ray Short, the manager of 
the bookstore, is having positive 
thoughts about the entire project. 

He said after an overall suc- 
cessful first semester with stu- 
dents generally happy that the 
book store always had the books 
in stock, they are just waiting to 
move up stairs. 

Everything should be in place 
by the beginning of the spring se- 
mester. Classes in the spring be- 
gin on Jan. 22. 


Lawrence Cam 
45 Franklin St main 
978.738.7499 
Lawrence Ext. Campus 
78 Amesbury St. 
main lobby 
978.738.7699 


Photo by Chad Gorhan 
The current Jitters cafe located in Spurk Building C 


Photo by Chad Gorham 
Jitters features a lunch table and stands with other snacks 
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Photo by Chad Gorham: 
Cold sandwiches and salads are served. 


Pardon our appearance and 
the inconvenience while we 
build a new Follett Bookstore. 


Projected opening 
OPENING SOON 


Food services will be available 


at Jitters in the Spurk Building 
in September. 


Thank You 


Photo by Chad Gorhai 
A sign denoting the closed bookstore shows the covered 


original date of opening with a vague “opening soon” 


News 
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Students serve soup in Lawrence 


NECC students 
volunteer at Cor 


Unum soup kitchen 
By Farru Grecory 
Arts and Entertainment 
Maureen Saliba, Assistant 
Director of Athletics, has been 
spearheading trips to Cor Unum 
to volunteer once a month, every 
month, this semester. 
Cor Unum is located at 191 
Salem St. in Lawrence, next to 


and a back door for volunteers. 

When volunteers arrive, they 
must first turn in paperwork stat- 
ing that they are volunteering and 
understand all conditions of vol- 
unteering in the establishment. 

Next, students head back into 
the kitchens to receive aprons and 
preparation assignments. 

Food has to be cooked and 
heated, sandwiches have to be 
made, drinks must be put in 
pitchers, and tables must be set 
with silverware, cups, plates, 
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Volunteering at Cor Unum was a totally 
new thing to me. 
- Chad Gorham 


cre rrr oe 


South Broadwat’s St. Patrick’s 
Church and is a non-profit meal 
center of Christian affilitation. 

The Cor Unum dining room is 
spacious and communal. Several 
round tables are spaced through- 
out the room, about eight chairs 
to a table, and small centerpieces 
on each one. 

The large windows around the 
walls of the establishment let in 
the light during the day and in the 
evening. There was a single reg- 
ular entrance for the customers 


bread and butter. 

There are many jobs avail- 
able for volunteers. There were 
bussers, waiters, dishwashers, 
chefs, and cleaners. 

At 4:30 p.m., the doors were 
opened and residents of Law- 
rence with nowhere to go and 
nothing to eat file in, families 
and single customers alone, to be 
given a generous meal from Cor 
Unum. 

Waiters created a friendly 
and inviting atmosphere, filling 


NECC STUDENT 


ENGAGEMENT 


CENTER 


drinks, listing off what appe- 
tizers, meals and desserts were 
available, and making sure ev- 
eryone felt comfortable and wel- 
come. 

Bussers would clear spots 
where customers had gotten their 
food and left, and table setters 
would replace the vacant spots 
with clean dishes and silverware 
for the next individuals to enter. 

At 6:30, the doors closed and 
everyone began cleaning up, put- 
ting away leftovers and sweeping 
and mopping messes away. 

The tables were set for the 
next mornings breakfast, the vo- 
lutneers both new and regular 
said their goodbye’s and thanks, 
and everyone parted for the night. 

“Volunteering at Cor Unum 
was a totally new thing to me,” 
said NECC student Chad Gor- 
ham. 

“T was not sure what to ex- 
pect and even felt a bit awkward, 
but when the night was over, the 
sense of helping people and see- 
ing all the smiles all over every- 
one’s faces made it a great feel- 
ing. 
“My comfort zone was liter- 
ally changed from being uncom- 
fortable to being very comfort- 
able helping out.” 

Not only is volunteer work a 
good way to help out the commu- 
nity, it is also a good way to es- 
tablish credibility as a citizen and 


Courtesy of Cor Unum’s Website 


Cor Unum is a non-profit meal center located in Lawrence 
that strives to feed the hungry and poor of the city 


is an impressive addition to any 
college resume, whether it be a 
first time admission or a transfer. 

Volunteering shows work eth- 
ic and an ability to commit to a 
selfless act. Colleges look for 
students who are willing to com- 
mit to activities, especially when 
those activities benefit others less 
fortunate than the volunteer. 

If interested in coming to the 
final volunteer night at Cor Unum 
of the semester, respond to the 
email in your student email, con- 


tact Maureen Saliba. 


There will be an orientation 
and application proccess, but the 
need for volunteers to feed the 
hungry in Lawrence is great. 

The last chance to volunteer 
at the Cor Unum meal center in 
Lawrence will be Monday, Dec. 
16 from 4 to 7 p.m. Transporta- 
tion is not provided. 

If interested in volunteering 
regularly at Cor Unum outside of 
the school sponsored trip, fill out 
the application form at 

http://www. 

corunummealcenter.org/ 
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Carols 


Holiday classic “A 
Christmas Carol” to 


premeir on Friday 
By Farry Grecory 


Arts and Entertainment 

“A Christmas Carol,” a 15 
year tradition of NECC, is set to 
premier on Friday, Dec. 13, and 
also show on Dec. 14 and 15 in 
the Chester Hawrylciw Theater at 
the Haverhill campus. 

The role of Scrooge, original- 
ly reported to be played by Jim 
Murphy, is now filled by alumnus 
Mark Morrison. 

“You know, I’ve grown up 
watching Jim from backstage 
and out in the hall I’ve always 
been watching him,” said Morri- 
son.”But I hate that he’s not able 
to do it this year because he, to 
me, is Scrooge.” 

It is unusal for a lead to be 
changed this late in a production, 
but Morrison is a veteran of the 
show, having been in the original 
production 15 years ago; he con- 
tinued to be in almost every per- 
formance since. 

The show is also unusual 
because of the time frame it is 
staged in. Everyone learns lines, 
blocking and is ready to go within 
a three week time period. 

Robert Mantegani, NECC stu- 
dent and third time performer in 


Pop 


3-D Art design 
students exhibit 
“Pop-Up” art 


By Fara Grecory 
Arts and Entertainment 

The 3D Foundations Art 
Course 108 are exhibiting a se- 
mester’s worth of work in the 
Bentley Library Art Space of 
Haverhill Campus on Dec. 10 and 
11. An opening reception was 
held on Dec. 10 from 4 to 6 p.m. 

Some of the artwork shown 
in the exhibit was displayed last 
week in the grassy area of the 
walkway between building C and 
the Bentley Library. 

“I find it really interesting, 
and I like to see students putting 
their work out there,” said NECC 
student Patricia Ramirez. “I think 
it’s great to feel like you can de- 
velop your art and have a space 
for it on campus.” 

Among the exhibits were a 
tower of blue triangles, a stack 
of wooden triangles that increase 
in size from the ground up, and a 
devilish figure in a bathrobe with 
a black mask and what appeared 
to be a cane. 

This is the second time stu- 
dents installed their art on cam- 
pus this semester, following the 
placement of “Don’t Touch,” a 
multi-media web, outside Spurk 
building. 

This will be the last work to be 
exhibited in the Art Space for the 
semester, and will be available to 
view only on Dec. 10 and 11. 


Arts & Entertainment 
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Left to right: actors Allan Mayo and Mark Morrison, playing 
Christmas Present and Scrooge rehearsing a scene 


“A Christmas Carol,” said, 

“My favorite thing about do- 
ing ‘A Christmas Carol’ is seeing 
how it comes together with such 
an unusual rehearsal schedule.” 

Director Susan Sanders agrees 
about the odd way “A Christmas 
Carol” is planned, rehersed and 
staged. When asked what she 
looked forward to the most about 
the show, she said, 

“I look forward to opening 
night because that’s when, some- 
how, we have everyone here at 
the same time. In the history of 
‘A Christmas Carol,’ I don’t think 
there’s ever been a rehearsal with 
everyone here.” 


“But opening night, when 
everything somehow magically 
comes together, is what I look 
forward to.” 

“T just love ‘A Christmas Car- 
ol,’ so watching it every night is 
pretty amazing. It’s a great show. 
It’s everything that Christmas is 
about, pretty much,” said stage 
manager Amanda Kehoe. 


Performances are Friday, 
Dec. 13, at 7 p.m., Saturday, 
Dec. 14, at 2 and 7 p.m. and Sun- 
day, Dec. 15, at 2 p.m. Tickets 
are $10 for general admission, 
$8 for students and senior citi- 
zens and $5 for children under 6. 
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A tower of geometric figures stood in the grassy area 
located near building C, enciting curiousity 


Photo by Faith Gregory 


The Jazz/Rock Ensemble takes the floor of the tech center 
with smooth tunes and well matched rythm 


Tunes 


NECC students 
weigh in on favorite 
music picks of 2013 


By RoBert MANTEGANI 


Correspondent 

Arcade Fire, Lorde, Daft 
Punk, and Kanye West rank high 
among Northern Essex students 
for the best music of 2013. 

As 2013 winds down and as 
everyone starts looking back on 
the year,students were polled on 
what music they listened to this 
year. 

The results saw a lot of old 
familiar names included, but also 
some new faces who are sure to 
have a big future in the music in- 
dustry. 

One such performer is Lorde, 
the 17 year old New Zealand 
singer whose album, “Pure Hero- 
ine,” and single, “Royals,” domi- 
nated the charts this year. 

“*Royals’ is easily the best 
song to come out this year,” said 
Matt Lundergan, a NECC student 
and Lorde fan. 

“It’s unbelievably catchy, ri- 
diculously fun, and you can’t sing 
part of the hook without everyone 
around you finishing it.” 

Lundergan then went on to 
sing the hook, and was met with 
backing vocals from the others in 
the room. 

Another popular music act in 
2013 was Grammy award win- 
ning Canadian band Arcade Fire, 
whose album “Reflektor” was 
one of the most anticipated re- 
leases of 2013. 

Amanda Kehoe, long time Ar- 
cade Fire fan, called it her favor- 
ite album of the year. 

“I’m convinced at this point 
that Arcade Fire can’t do wrong,” 
Kehoe said. “I remember listen- 
ing to the album for the first time 
on YouTube, where they posted 


the whole thing as a lyric video.” 

“T was nearly in tears when I 
listened to it, especially the song 
‘Joan of Arc,’ which may be the 
best one they’ve ever written.” 

However, it was not her favor- 
ite song of the year, 

“That honor goes to Daft 
Punk’s ‘Get Lucky,’ That song is 
too infectious to not be the best 
song of 2013.” 

Matt Lewis, another student, 
agreed with Kehoe’s choice of 
“Get Lucky” as the best song. 

“IT love disco,” Lewis said, 
“and I love robots. If you com- 
bine the two, you can have no 
wrong.” 

Lewis also cited their album, 
“Random Access Memories,” as 
his favorite album of 2013. 

“Daft Punk hadn’t released a 
proper album since ‘Human After 
All,’ so I was visibly excited to 
hear they had a new one on the 
way. They did not disappoint.” 

No year-end round up of mu- 
sic would be complete without 
mentioning Kanye West, whose 
new album, “Yeezus,” remains 
one of the most oddball, left field 
releases of the year. 

Renan Fontes talks about why 
he picked “Yeezus” as his favor- 
ite album of 2013. 

“Kanye is just doing Kanye 
now,” Fontes said. “He’s the 
only person with enough guts to 
put out an album that abrasive 
and have it be one of the big- 
gest albums of the year, guttural 
screams and all.” 

Fontes also said that West’s al- 
bum could mean a new future for 
music, and that “Yeezus” might 
be the beginning. 

“We'll see what happens,” 
Fontes said. “To quote Kanye, 
“Yeezy season approaching.”’” 


JAZZ 


Jazz/Rock Ensemble 
showed their talent 


at final performance 


By Fairu GreGcory 
Arts and Entertainment 

The Jazz/Rock Ensemble per- 
formed six jazz songs at their fi- 
nal performance of the semester, 
on Dec. 6 in the Technology Cen- 
ter on the Haverhill Campus. 

The group is made up by Lind- 
sey Michaud, on trumpet; John 
Francavilla, on acoustic-electric 
guitar; Duncan Pringle, on elec- 
tric guitar; and Chris Douglass, 
on drums. Program coordinator 
Ken Langer played bass. 

The audience was an intimate 
gathering of family and friends, 
students, alumni, and jazz fans 
unconnected with NECC. 

The tunes were smooth, the 
band was color coordinated, and 
the atmosphere was comfortable 
and relaxed. 

They performed “All of Me” 
by Simons & Marks, “Autumn 
Leaves” by Johnny Mercer, “Blue 


Bossa” by Kenny Dorham, “How 
High the Moon” by Morgan Lew- 
is, “Freddie the Freeloader” by 
Miles Davis, and “My Favorite 
Things” by Richard Rodgers. 

The group said that they 
thought the performance went 
well and that they enjoyed them- 
selves a lot this semester. 

“T like the music,” said Mi- 
chaud, “and this book,” indicat- 
ing the music book they used for 
the performance. 

Michaud said she would not 
have had exposure to jazz with- 
out the ensemble. 

Overall the group thought be- 
ing in the Jazz/Rock Ensemble 
gave them a good exposure to the 
art of jazz. 

Tracey Douglass, NECC 
alumna and parent of drummer 
Chris Douglass, said, “I thought 
it was excellent. [...] I think for 
a community college, they’ve 
done a great job. They have a 
lot of higher expectations here at 
Northern Essex.” 
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NECC November 
Student of the Month 
proves there's room 
for goals at any age 


By Asuee R. FERRANTE 
Campus Life Editor 


The winner of NECC’s student 
of the month award for Nov. 2013 
was Edward McFayden. English 
professor Elle Yarborough, who 
taught McFayden in an online 
ENG 101 course, nominated him. 

In her letter to nominate Mc- 
Fayden, Yarborough said, “It can 
be difficult to build community in 
an online course but Ed always 
goes out of his way to interact 
with a variety of people in our 
class and to do so in a positive, 
constructive manner. 

“Ed dedicates an incredible 
amount of time and energy to 
each aspect of class, always go- 
ing above and beyond what is 
expected and finding ways to re- 
spond to assignments that push 


him to write in new ways and to. 


grow. 

“Ed is an exemplary student 
who helps other students and 
who has a tremendous dedication 
to learning. We are lucky that Ed 
is attending NECC.” 

McFayden, who has been at- 
tending NECC since 2009, has 


been taking a couple of courses 
at a time. 

He is studying business, but 
has since acquired the writing 
bug, and may try to seek an En- 
glish as a degree as well. 

McFayden is originally from 
Chelsea, and then Wolfeboro, 
NH, and has spent the last 25 
years in the Cape Ann area. He 
now lives in Ipswich with his 
wife Bo. The couple has three 
children together. 

McFayden was quite surprised 
to find out he was student of the 
month, and had some nice words 
to say about Yarborough. 

“J just want to say thank you. 
I learned so much this semester 
from you and my classmates. 

“T believe I have become a 
better writer because of this class. 
It’s been a wonderful experience. 
I will recommend your class to 
everyone.” 

McFayden wasn’t always a 
big fan of English. He said, “I 
tried to avoid [English classes] in 
the past. I always kept some sort 
of a journal but nothing was ever 
well written. 

“T think it had a lot to do with 
where do I start? How do I ac- 
quiring the tools to be a better 
writer? I took the placement test 
and found I was a bit rusty. 

“The basic writing course 
taught by Chris Pike and the in- 
tegration of the writing center 


“Join the Student Engagement Center 


really gave me the confidence to 
write. 

“The transformation from 
where I was a few years ago to 
now is night and day.” 

McFayden has been looking at 
Boston University and Southern 
New Hampshire University and 
has received letter from Cornell, 
Columbia and the University of 
Kentucky. 

He had trouble naming a fa- 
vorite class: “This is a tough one. 
I’ve had some great business 
classes but would have to say that 
the current English class I’m tak- 
ing has to be at the top of the list. 

“A close second would have to 
be the basic writing class. Why? 
Well I think it all has to do with 
being at the age where one begins 
to reflect on where you’ve been, 
what you have experienced.” 

Some of McFayden’s hobbies 
include home renovation, ice 
hockey, and hiking. McFayden 
has multiple professors he enjoys 
taking courses with. 

“Elle Yarborough and Chris 
Pike have given me the tools to 
become a better writer. They 
challenged me, gave me great 
feedback and inspire me to keep 
working on my writing skills. 

“Patricia Morrow and Bill 
Zannini have a world of knowl- 
edge in the business field, they 
bring real life business problems 


‘and solutions into the classroom. 


Kwanzaa 


Campus Life 


Success starts at any age 


Courtesy photo 


Edward McFayden was nominated by NECC faculty mem- 
ber Elle Yarborough for the Student of the Month award. 


“The get students to get up and 
share their own experiences, we 
learn from each other. 

“David Rattigan does a great 
job in getting students to be com- 
fortable up in front of the class- 
room - Public speaking isn’t that 
bad.” 

McFayden had nothing but 
good to say about NECC: “With 
the cost of college tuition these 
days, NECC is a great place to 
start on your journey. 

“Think about that, that’s pret- 


ty awesome. That opportunity is 
there because of NECC., I’m not 
just starting out so it was a little 
intimidating going back to school 
as an adult.” 

Faculty members can nom- 
inate a Student of the Month 
by sending an email, includ- 
ing the student’s name, stu- 
dent ID, professor’s name and 
the reason they are nominat- 
ing them, to Ginger Hurajit, at 
ghurajt@necc.mass.edu. 


for 


SeasonalCelebrations 
Christmas 
Hanukkah 


Please consider helping Hurricane 


Sandy victims by donating gift 
cards, schoo! supplies, toys, etc. All 
donations will support YWCA in 


Lawrence MA 


_ engagement@necc.mass.edu. 


Bodhil 


MakarSakranti 
> 


EVENT OPEN TO: STUDENTS, FACULTY, 


STAFF, & CHILDREN 


Wednesday, Dec. 11" 


Find os on 
Factbook 


4pm — 6pm 


Sports & Fitness Center lobby 


(Haverhill Campus) 


A! ee 


5 ‘Sponsored by the NECC Student Epuacenit Center. Forn more 3 information or to request communication 

j access for this event, please contact the Student Engagement Center at 978-556-3731 or 
Individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing may contact any NECC office 
via the relay service by dialing 7-1-1 (tty) or through Video Relay Service (VRS) of their choice. 
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TV Production 
teacher shares the 
highlights of his life, 
the ups and downs, 
and everything in 
between 


By Everson TAVERAS 
Features Editor 

AND EVELIN VALLANDARES 
Correspondent 


He prefers not to be addressed 
as sir. Rather than a sign of re- 
spect, he interprets the title to 
elaborate on what is best kept a 
secret in his mind. 

Ray Naroian, a professor at 
NECC, had left his home the 
same way he always had: unsure 
yet excited about what the day 
would bring. 

However, he knew what he 
was leaving behind: a wife and 
triplets, camera equipment, di- 
sheveled videos, and incognito, 
probably stale by now chips he 
had while watching last night’s 
football game. 

It might also explain his sore 
throat, or his baggy eyes. Or 
both. Naroian makes the most of 
his time at home. 

For six and a half years, 
Naroian has taught the TV Pro- 
duction course at NECC, held 
off-site at the Haverhill! Commu- 
nity Television station. 

Without words, his actions ex- 
press his love for the subject, also 
made evident by positive student 
evaluations, and an above-aver- 
age rating on Rate My Professor. 

Part of what fills his job with 
joy is knowing that he gets to 
play a role in students’ lives, and 
what kind of effect he could have 
on their careers. 

During his time teaching the 
course, Naroian has had many 
great experiences. The one that 
stuck out to him most illustrates 
his passion for his subject, and 
his influence on his students: 

“You know, you teach, and 
then you send students on their 
way.” Naroian said. “But there 
was one time when I met up with 
this woman, who told me that her 
son had taken my class. 

“She realized what my name 
was and said, ‘I know you. My 
son took your class. Before he 
took that class, he had no direc- 
tion, didn’t know what he wanted 
to do with his life. 

““Then, after the class, he 
actually found something he en- 
joyed doing, something he had 
a passion for. Loved the class, 
loved the subject, and went on to 
a communications school.’ 

“So she thanked me tremen- 
dously, and right then is when 
I learned thegimpact that, even 
with one subject, I could have on 
someone’s life.” 

Though because of this, and 
instances like it, Naroian takes 
his job seriously, he does know 
that it’s also an opportunity to 
have fun, stimulate creativity, 
and, when appropriate, act com- 


pletely weird. 

But things weren’t always fun 
and games for Naroian. While 
working for WBZ as a news writ- 
er, Naroian experienced a crisis. 

Suddenly, it was as if the 
dream he had created for himself 
had become an illusion to ob- 
scure the grimmer, more pale re- 
ality that awaited him at the news 
station. 

Things eventually turned 
around for Naroian after he start- 
ed working at HCTV, and they 
got even better when he was 
called by NECC one day, out of 
the blue, asking if he would be 
interested in teaching at the col- 
lege. 

Since then, he’s enjoyed ev- 
ery minute of showing the ropes 
to incoming volunteers and, as a 
teacher, being able to teach stu- 
dents about the magic and beauty 
that lies behind making a film or 
producing a show. 

The love that Naroian has for 
the subject, and shares with ev- 
eryone he comes into contact 
with, did not emerge overnight. 

It began when he was little. 
He recalled how his dad worked 
all day every day, only to come 
home at 9 p.m. 

Though tired from physical 
work, and factoring in his old 
age, Naroian’s father spent the 
few hours he had at night time 
with this son, substituting relax- 
ing time for bonding time. 

Eventually, it became a com- 
mon ground for the two, a safe 
haven, as they sat back and 
watched whatever was on tele- 
vision, sometimes even going to 
the movies. 

After an early exposure to film 
and television, and the sentimen- 
tal value it harbored, Naroian 
found his niche with a group of 
kids who, at the time, were using 
8mm cameras to make little moy- 
ies, which they spliced together. 

Together, they drew up’ sto- 
ries, wrote out little comic books, 
all signs indicating the creativity 
that brewed in Naroian. 

“So even at a young age, 
when I went to watch a movie, I 
wasn’t just watching the movie. 
I was actually watching all the 
stuff going on in the movie. So I 
could watch the movie like twen- 
ty times, and people would say, 
‘Oh my god, aren’t you sick of 
that movie?’ 

“And I would say, ‘No,’ be- 
cause every time I watched it, I 
was looking for something in the 
movie,” said Naroian. 

In college, at NECC, he de- 
cided to take journalism. Naroian 
wanted to be a news anchor. He 
was lucky enough while in col- 
lege to be picked up by WBZ, 
which, at the time, was the only 
station in the Massachusetts area 
who would take Naorian out of 
college. 

Upon hiring, he was told that 
the only reason he was given a 
shot was because in college, he 
had started his own news show 
called “The Good News.” 

_ After attaining his associate 
degree in journalism/communi- 
cation from NECC, he transferred 


Features 


-Naroian in the spotlight 


to Bradford College, where he 
created “The Good News” and 
received his bachelor’s in jour- 
nalism/broadcasting. HCTV al- 
lowed Naroian to put his news 
on, but he had to have his own 
sports guy and camera people. 

Along with other students at 
Bradford College, that were in 
the journalism program field, 
Naroian and his crew would go 
around the Merrimack Valley do- 
ing news, and he’d put together 
the news show every month, a 
process he really enjoyed it. 

Afier hearing about the show, 
the assistant directors of news at 
the time at WBZ told Naroian 
that if he was this passionate 
about doing the show, that he was 
willing to do all this work, on top 
of school work and working, then 
they would give him a chance. 

Shortly after, Naroian became 
the news writer for WBZ, writing 
for the evening news Channel 4 
and also writing for WBZ radio 
1030. 

After working at WBZ for a 
while, he became consumed by 
his job. 

For months, Naroian lived 
and breathed his profession. He 
would work in Boston on Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday. 
Friday night, he would do the 
evening news for television. Sat- 
urday and Sunday morning, ra- 
dio. Monday, he would go back 
for television again. Then, Tues- 
day, Wednesday and Thursday, 
he’d work for HCTV as a pro- 
duction assistant. 

With so much work and so 
little time, days off became in- 
creasingly urgent, though not ev- 
eryone agreed. 

“So I would work thirty days, 
then come to HCTV to take a day 
off, and they’d give me a day off. 
Then work another thirty days. 
With WBZ, there was no part- 
time. You were either full time 
or freelancer. So if I asked them 
for time off, they would just say 
‘No,’ or ‘If you don’t want to 
work, we’ll grab somebody else, 
because there’s hundreds of peo- 
ple who wanna fill your spot,” 
said Naroian. 

Eventually, HCTV offered 
Naroian a full time job as the 
outreach and training coordina- 
tor for the station. So he went 
back to WBZ and said, “What do 
you think? and they said ‘Well, 
we can’t put you out live on the 
air,as a reporter until you have a 
least three years of live, on the 
air experience, and you’re not 
getting that here.’” 

At the time, WBZ was the 
sixth highest ranked market 
share in the country, so there 
weren’t going to let someone like 
Naroian on with no real back- 
ground. So they said, “Go back to 
the TV station and work on news, 
then come back to us.” 

Naroian has worked for HCTV 
for 11 years, and in that time, the 
station has produced many award 
winning news programs through- 
out the Northeast area -- Naroian 
is very proud of his work there. 

Awards for best news profes- 
sional, for best news non pro- 


Courtesy photo 


Ray Naroian teaches the TV Production course at NECC, 
which is located off site at HCTV. 


fessional, were among the many 
awards that the station took home 
while at the northeast regional 
video festival. The awards are 
hung in the hallway. Naroian is 
proud of the awards the station 
was able to win, as he played an 
important role in the process. 

For those shows that won, 
Naroian pulled all the news to- 
gether, he was the lead anchor, 
and did all the editing. The col- 
lection of awards, and profes- 
sional success, eventually lead to 
NECC calling Naroian and ask- 
ing if was interested in teaching 
the TV Production course. 

There’s no normalcy in Nao- 
rian’s everyday life, mainly be- 
cause of his full time job as the 
video producer for the entire 
Haverhill public school system. 

As the video producer, 
Naroian’s day can start any time 
in the morning and end any time 
at night, depending on where the 
shoots are, how much editing has 
to be done. There are no set hours 
to Naroian’s job. 

His_ boss, the superintendent 
of the Haverhill school dis- 
trict, was smart enough to have 
Naroian move all his editing 
equipment into his house, so that 
if he needed to edit something at 
3 a.m., he could. 

It’s also convenient when 
he has to edit something on the 
weekend, especially with import- 
ant events like all the Christmas 
programming coming up. 

Apart from work, Naroian’s 
wife and triplets keep him busy. 
Although he works most of the 
time, occasionally. missing sev- 
eral hours of sleep because of 
work, he tries to take Sundays off 
for his 87 year-old dad, who is 
housebound. 

When he was young, Naori- 
an’s father made time in his busy 
schedule for him. Now, Naroian 
works around his schedule to 
spend time with his father, as he 
retraced the steps of his child- 
hood, to a place where their uni- 
fied love for late night film and 
TV brought them together. 

“I spend the day watching 
football games with him. I enjoy 
spending that time with him,” 
said Naroian. 

His love for film and tele- 


vision expands beyond con- 
temporary media. According to 
Naroian, Rocky is the best film 
ever made. Any other film (Not 
including Rocky LII,ULIV,V or 
Rocky Balboa) and he is more 
than willing to debate it. 

There’s no question that film 
and TV have changed significant- 
ly over the years. 

Naroian believes that today, 
movies can deal with harsher 
topics than in the past. They’re 
also more graphic. 

Naroian finds the documen- 
taries being put out today con- 
tain more information than they 
would have in the past, as well. 

Despite the extensive and de- 
tailed information found in film 
and TV, Naroian believes not ev- 
erything in television is the truth. 

Because it-is dealt to a wid- 
er audience, information can be 
more easily manipulated, and in 
that way, Naroian finds it a lit- 
tle bit more dangerous. Through 
movies and internet, he ex- 
plained, anybody can find any 
point of view that they want to 
find now to back up any point of 
view they have. 

He does, however, argue that 
it’s all in how the viewer decides 
to use the medium, and what that 
person décides to watch. 

For example, Naroian’s wife 
won’t watch the news. She 
doesn’t want to watch the news, 
because she doesn’t want it com-: 
ing into her life, and finding out 
if anything really bad happens. 

So to save the trouble, 
Naroian, even outside of work, 
helps out every day at home by 
informing his wife on the latest. 

In the past, HCTV has put out 
little independent films, which 
they showed at small, local the- 
aters like Chunky’s Cinema Pub. 
Currently, Naroian is writing one. 

“The piece that I’m doing 
now, I’d like to send to film fes- 
tivals and such and see what we 
can get out of it. It’s not don 
being written yet, and once tha 
happens all the pre production 
stuff happens, So I got to get all 
my locations and stuff. It would 
be a little while, but, yeah I go 
something,” said Naroian. 


Dec. 11, 2013 * NECC Observer * Page 9 


Students have 
a lot to gain from 


international studies 
By Catuie SoUTHWICK 
Staff Writer 

When attending college, stu- 
dents look for ways to enhance 
their experience. They join clubs, 
tutor other students, or enroll in 
honors programs. 

There are other options, 
too. For a thrilling, moving, 
life-changing experience, stu- 
dents can travel the world, ex- 
perience new cultures, practice 
second languages and meet new 
people -- all while getting college 
credit, by enrolling in NECC’s 
study abroad program. 

Study abroad programs give 
students a chance to pursue their 
education in other countries. 
Apart from the straightforward 
educational content available in 
the US, study abroad programs 
expose students to insight about 
the cultures of the world, and, by 
broadening their experiences, in- 
sights into their own cultures and 
themselves. 

They also provide a chance to 
forge lifelong friendships -- and 
they look great on a resume. 

Study abroad students live ei- 
ther at a university in the accept- 
ing country, or with a host fami- 
ly, and are enrolled full-time in a 
participating university. 

The expense of these pro- 
grams vary but costs include 


Study abroad 


Study abroad through NECC | 


tuition, fees, room and board, 
medical insurance, passport and 
visa fees and transportation costs. 
There are many ways for students 
to fund these programs. Students 
may acquire scholarships, grants 
or use government, and private 
student loans. 

The website “The Professional 
Intern” summarized many ben- 
efits of study abroad programs. 
There, Thomas Stone writes that 
98 percent of students who had 
studied abroad got jobs within 
one year of their graduation be- 
tween 2006 and 2010 -- at which 
time only 49 percent of the gener- 
al population of college students 
did. Students who had studied 
abroad also reported salaries 25 
percent higher than usual. 

Student enrollment is rising 
in these programs in the Unit- 
ed States. According to the U.S. 
News and World Report website, 
out of the top 25 four-year pri- 
vate colleges in the country, there 
are two that have 100 percent 
graduating senior participation: 
Goucher College, in Maryland; 
and Soka University of America, 
in California. 

There are a lot of websites 
that help students enroll in study 
abroad programs. One website, 
simply called StudyAbroad.com, 
aggregates offers from various 
universities. Their website is con- 
fusing and does not give tuition 
or fee information. 

The School for Field Studies, 
located in Beverly is better at ex- 
plaining their programs, and state 


tuition costs and related expenses 
clearly. For example, they have 
semester long programs in Aus- 
tralia, Costa Rica, Kenya, Turks 
& Caicos, and Panama, with tu- 
itions ranging from $19,000 -- 
19,800. 

There are almost too many 
websites for students to find pro- 
grams. It’s important to investi- 
gate and find reputable sources. 

Students looking for a pro- 
gram that fits into their course of 
study and their budget can check 
out NECC’s study abroad pro- 
gram. Going through the college 
cuts down on stress and guess- 
work, and doesn’t cost nearly as 
much. 

According to the NECC web- 
site, “Study abroad programs are 
available to students who have 
completed at least one semester 
of study and have earned a 2.5 or 
better grade point average.” 

Professor Marcy Yeager is the 
International Studies Coordina- 
tor for NECC, and a Professor of 
Natural Sciences. Each year, she 
sends out a college-wide email, 
reminding students about the 
study abroad program. 

Study abroad students can 
choose from short course pro- 
grams, which are held every 
year, or semester long programs, 
or they can even transfer into a 
bachelor’s program in another 
country. According to Yeager, 
“The most successful combi- 
nation for students is the short 
course option.” 

The University of 


Photo couresy of Marcy Yeager 


Professor Yeager with a class of NECC students, at the top of a rainforest canopy in 
Ecuador. (Yeager is in the back of the photo, on the left.) 


_ A history of international travel 


Now common, 
studying abroad is 
a hard-won part of 


American higher ed 
By Carnie SOUTHWICK 
Staff Writer 

The first study abroad program 
offered to undergraduates in the 
United States was orchestrated 
by the University of Delaware in 
the 1920’s. However, in the late 
1870’s, Indiana University had 
early discussions on offering a 
similar program. 

The faculty of the University 


of Delaware invited some stu- 
dents to attend classes in Swit- 
zerland, England, Germany, and 
France, and called them “Sum- 
mer tramps.” 

These classes concentrated 
on language, culture, and natu- 
ral history, and were so focused 
academically that eventually the 
students began to get academic 
credit for their work. 

The University of Delaware 
Institute for Global Studies writes 
on their web page, “In 1923, 
America’s first study abroad pro- 
gram was launched when a young 
professor walked into the presi- 
dent’s office with a daring plan: 
to send students abroad for their 


junior year. 

“Prof. Raymond W. Kirkbride, 
an instructor in the Modern Lan- 
guages Department and a WWI 
veteran, had seen firsthand what 
disagreements between nations 
could do; he had seen smoldering 
ruins and burned-out buildings 
across the French countryside. 

“But he had also met, and 
greatly enjoyed, the French, and 
understood the potential that trav- 
el and study had for promoting 
cross-cultural understanding. 

“And now, in 1921, he was 
home in Newark, standing before 
the desk of University president 
Walter S. Hullihen, pitching his 
idea to send students to France 


costs about $14,000 per semester 
-- some colleges abroad charge 
that amount per year. 

For the same amount, students 
can spend a year in the new pro- 
gram at Bath Spa University, in 
Bath, England. Programs at West 
London University for business 
and engineering studies will be 
opening soon. 

The classes and trips are 
booked ona first-come, first-serve 
basis. The yearly three-week trip 
to Italy for next summer is al- 
ready full. NECC offers two trips 
under the Field Studies & Natural 
Systems: one in Ecuador and the 
other in Belize. Upcoming trips 
will include a short course in Ar- 
cheology with a trip to Greece, a 
literature course in England, and 
programs for business and eco- 
nomics students. Currently a lot 
of the programs and classes are 
publicized by word of mouth. 

One big difference between 
NECC’s program and websites 
like StudyAbroad.com is that, 
according to Yeager, they “Don’t 
make sure that the courses [a stu- 
dent takes] fit in with [their] aca- 
demic plan.” 

“Meet with me in your first 
semester so I can become your 
academic adviser,” says Yeager. 
She can help students who take 
her advice get into all the class- 
es they'll need for their degree 


program while still fitting in the 
study abroad programs they’re 
most interested in. 

Yeager is also working with 
Middlesex Community College 
to open up NECC’s programs 
to Middlesex students, and vice 
versa, so both colleges’ students 
have the broadest possible variety 
of opportunities. That way, stu- 
dents at both colleges are likely 
to find a more perfect fit. 

The program at NECC is 
growing. According to Yeager, 
“From 2007 to present the num- 
ber of short courses has gone 
from one every two years to two 
every academic year.” 

Yeager has traveled the world, 
learning a lot along the way. The 
NECC community benefits from 
those experiences, which she in- 
vests into her work in the study 
abroad program. 

Contacting Professor Yeager is 
the best way to find out anything 
about the study abroad programs 
offered at NECC. She is involved 
in the process from beginning to 
end and is available to answer 
questions not addressed here. 

Her office is located in the 
Science Building, on the Haver- 
hill campus, room E 259. Her 
phone number is (978) 556-3326, 
and her email is myeager@necc. 
mass.edu. 


Meet Professor Yeager, 
study-abroad coordinator 


Her dedication 
brings NECC 


courses global 
By Carnie SouTHWICK 
Staff Writer 

Professor Marcy Yeager 
joined NECC in 2003, in the Nat- 
ural Science department, which 
she chaired until 2010. Yeager 
received her Bachelor of Science 
in chemistry from Northeastern 
University and her Master’s De- 
gree from the University of New 
Hampshire where she studied At- 
mospheric chemistry and college 
level teaching. 

Yeager said that what brought 
her to NECC was realizing that 
“While I was in love with sci- 
ence, I felt I didn’t really need to 
create the data, I found I enjoyed 


sharing the information more, 
and looked into teaching.” 

Her teaching career started at 
Southern New Hampshire Uni- 
versity. “However the science 
classes were limited, so I applied 
here.” 

Yeager has travelled the world, 
learning a lot along the way. The 
NECC community benefits from 
those experiences, which she 
demonstrates through her com- 
mitment and dedication to the 
study abroad program and to her 
courses. 

Yeager said, about what 
NECC students and faculty might 
not know about her, “I am a com- 
pulsive knitter and love all out- 
door winter activities like skiing 
and snowshoeing- my goal is to 
have a cottage where I can knit 
and play outside.” 


in American colleges 


for their junior year. 

“But Hullihen recognized 
that the Delaware Foreign Study 
Plan (which came to be known 
as the Junior Year Abroad) had 
far-reaching influence. It would, 
as Hullihen saw it, produce bet- 
ter-rounded students, train future 
foreign language teachers, and 
provide experience for students 
who wanted to go into careers 
with international aspects.” 

The university would not fi- 
nancially support the program 
and Kirkbride and Hullihan 
sought out private and public 
figures to help. Hullihan went to 
Washington, D.C. and met with 
the Secretary of Commerce Her- 


bert Hoover, who loved the pro- 
gram. Locally, he sought and won 
the support of businessmen and 
philanthropists, including Pierre 
S. du Pont. 

His hard work paid off with 
the creation of the first study 
abroad program: on July 7, 1923, 
a group from Delaware sailed to 
France with eight students for six 
weeks of language courses. 

Since then, studying abroad 
has become, if not a staple, then 
at least a clear and available op- 
tion for many undergraduate 
students throughout the United 
States, including here at NECC. 
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_ Knights) STCC rams Northern Essex 


By Mart GINGRAS 
Editor-in-Chief 


Knights top Roxbury 
on Thursday, 65-55 


After dropping both games to 
the Roxbury Tigers last season, 
the Northern Essex Knights went 
into the Reggie Lewis Center and 
were able to walk away with a 
win. 

Parker Rogers led all NECC 
scorers with 11 points. It was 
Rogers first game of the season, 
after missing the first 11 games 
waiting for a waiver from the NJ- 
CAA to make himself eligible. 

Peterson Morency scored 10 
points and added 9 assists in the 
game. 

The win pushed NECC to .500 
again, making their record 6-6 
before Saturday’s game against 
Springfield Technical Communi- 
ty College. 


Peterson’ passing 
popular with pals 


Through 12 games of the 
2012/13 season, the Knights have 
had their ups and downs. 

However, Peterson Morency 
has been a constant positive for 
the NECC team, and his play 
at point guard has turned some 
heads. 

Peterson is currently fourth in 
the NJCAA in assists-per-game, 
dishing out 6.6 assists per game. 
His 66 assists in conference play 
are first in the NJCAA. 


Knights defense 
improving nicely 


The NECC Knights defense 
has seen a steady improvement 
over the course of the season. 

In it’s win against Roxbury, 
Northern Essex held the Tigers to 
a season best 55 points. 

In that game, the Knights re- 
corded 9 blocks, also a season 
best. Javonte Forbes recorded 
four blocks, his fifth game with at 
least that many this season. 

Guard Ryan Grant also record- 
ed three blocks (and four steals in 
addition), and the Knights lone 
sophomore, Neph Carmona, add- 
ed two more. 

Heading in to the mid-semes- 
ter break, the Knights will need to 
rely on stronger defense in order 
to make a push for the playoffs. 


NECC caters to 
younger hoopsters 


Before Tuesday’s game 
against QCC, The Haverhill cam- 
puses Sport and Fitness Center 
played host to a game between 
Dracut and Haverhill. 

It was the first of at least two 
planned events featuring youth 
athletes. NECC also plans to 
have a youth basketball day be- 
fore their game against Dean Col- 
lege on Jan. 30, which is also the 
school’s School Spirit Night. 


Knights struggle in 
final minute to drop 
game, 66-61 


By Marr GIncras 
Editor-in-Chief 

On Saturday, the NECC 
Knights traveled over to Spring- 
field for their last road game of 
the semester. Unfortunately for 
the Knights, they were unable to 
come back with a win. 

Springfield Tech entered the 


“Tt was a tough, tough hard 
fought game,” he added. “It was 
a physical game.” 

The Knights held the Rams 
in check for the majority of the 
game, not giving up many good 
looks from the perimeter and held 
out in the paint to prevent easy 
baskets down low. 

However, in the last minute of 
the game, Springfield Tech was 
able to get open looks offensive- 
ly. 

Peterson Morency again led 
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We need to move the basketball. If we can 
get that down, everything else will fall in 
place. 

- Darren Stratton 


rT 


game 8-3, with a perfect 5-0 re- 
cord in conference play. 

Compared to NECC, who 
came into the game with a 6-6 
mark, and a 4-4 mark in confer- 
ence play, the on-paper match up 
didn’t favor NECC too well. 

However, for 39 minutes of 
the basketball game, NECC led 
the way. 

“We had a couple of inoppor- 
tune turnovers late in the game 
that really cost us,” said Knights 
coach Darren Stratton. 


End 


As the fall semester 
closes, a look at how 
NECC stands 


By Marr Gincras 
Editor-in-Chief 

Moving into the season, the 
Knights didn’t expect to enter the 
mid-semester break a game under 
500. 

Sure, a team full of freshmen 
and one sophomore aren’t the 
most experienced, but no team 
hopes to have a losing record 
midway through the season. 


the way for the Knights. Morency, 
who has shined as of late, scored 
13 points in the game, his fourth 
straight scoring 10 or more. 
Guard Colin Collins also 
scored in double figures for 
Northern Essex, scoring 11 points 
and came down with 5 rebounds 
in the tough luck loss. 
Springfield Tech’s Nate Tar- 
dy led all scorers with 17 points, 
also pulling down a game-high 
eight rebounds. Tardy hit a cru- 


Photo by Sue MacAvoy 


Stratton sits with his team during a timeout to go plan 
work on the team’s game plan. 


cial 3-pointer with 90 seconds on 
the clock to give the Rams a lead, 
which they would hold for the 
rest of the game. 

One positive for Northern Es- 
sex was their scoring off of the 
bench. The Knights scored 28 
points from their backups, while 
STCC had just 14. Parker Rogers 
had 9 points for Northern Essex 
in his second game of the season. 

The Knights won’t play again 
until Jan. 11. In their first game 
back in the spring, Northern Es- 


sex will play host to the Universi- 
ty of Connecticut at Avery Point. 
In that time, Stratton hopes to 
work on both sides of the ball. 

“T think over break we’re go- 
ing to concentrate to reinforce out 
defense and focus a lot more on 
passing the basketball,” Stratton 
said after the game. “We need to 
move the basketball. If we can 
get that down, everything. else 
will fall in place.” 


of semester report 


games after their break after 
playing five home games in total 
during the fall semester. 

The first of those, which is on 
Jan. 11 against the University of 
Connecticut at Avery Point, will 
hopefully be a different story than 
the teams’ first game against each 
other. UCAP bested NECC, 78- 
69. 

Surprises: According to Strat- 
ton, he’s gotten about what he 
expected out of everyone on the 
team, with one exception. 

Justin Gettman, who attended 
Winnacunnet High School, has 
been one of Stratton’s biggest re- 


Ce 


If we keep everyone eligible, I tell you the 
truth, | wouldn’t want to play us. 
- Darren Stratton 
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The Knights, to their cred- 
it, have been in every game this 
season. They led Division II op- 
ponent CCRI at the half. Against 
undefeated MassBay Community 
College, Northern Essex tied the 
Buccaneers at halftime before 
eventually losing the contest. 

They’re a resilient team, and 
they look to be strong second se- 
mester. 

“If we keep everyone eligible, 
I tell you the truth, I wouldn’t 
want to play us,” said head coach 
Darren Stratton. “Our best bas- 
ketball in front of us.” 

NECC has five straight home 


bounding weapons. 

“I’m getting a lot more than 
I expected out of Justin,” said 
Stratton, “which I’m very happy 
with.” 

In the game against Spring- 
field Tech, Gettman started and 
pulled down six rebounds. 

Miami Duo: The tandem 
from Miami, Peterson Morency 
and Javonte Forbes, have given 
NECC a spark offensively. 

Morency is second in the NJ- 
CAA in total assists with 84. He 
trails only Mountain View Col- 
lege’s Harrison Wagner, who 
leads the nation with 98. 

Forbes, on the other hand, 


Courtesy photo NHTI 


Colin Collins, left, and Derek Andreoli, right, lock down a 


UMA ballhandler earl 
has been huge for Northern Es- 


sex defensively. Forbes has been 
blocking shots with ease, having 
42 blocks on the season, third in 


the country. 


3-Point Woes: With the good, 
unfortunately, come the bad. 


NECC is on a cold streak from 


behind the 3-point arc. 
Against Roxbury Community 


College, NECC was just 3-of-23 
(13%) from the perimeter. 


As a team, NECC is shooting 


27.3% in the country from behind 
the arc, good for 91st. 


Although the season is just at 
it’s midway point, the spring se- 
mester will be over in the blink 


of an eye. 


Grant: Ryan Grant, a product 


of Whittier Tech, has been one 


in the season. 


of the Knights biggest assets of- 
fensively. Grant, although going 
through a scoring slump in his last 
three games, is the team’s leading 
scorer. As it stands, Grant is aver- 
aging 16.4 points-per-game. 

He’s also come a long way 
filling in at the point guard posi- 
tion, averaging 3.9 assists a night. 
Hopefully Grant benefits from 
the break and helps Northern Es- 
seX pull into the playoffs. 

For Northern Essex to make 
a playoff push, the Knights will 
have to dial in and play every 
game with the same intensity 
they’ ve hinted at. It all starts on 
Jan. 11 when UCAP comes to 
town. 
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Northern Essex Community College - 
Statistics Leaders -- Men’s Basketball 
Ryan Grant Points per game 16.4 
Peterson Morency Assists per game 6.5 
Javonte Forbes Rebounds per game 6.8 r 
Peterson Morency Steals per game 25 
Javonte Forbes Blocksper game 3.2 
Justin Gettman Field Goal Percentage 
Parker Rogers 3-Point Percentage 
Benjamin Martinez Free Throw Percentage 
The Knights baseball team made its third appearance in the NJCAA Division uaa ae, 
Series in May. 
Northern Essex Community College 
Men’s Basketball Schedule 
January 11 U. Conn A.P 
January 14 Roxbury 
January 16 Gateway 
January 21 @ Quinsigamond 4 ~~ 
January 23 @ Holyoke 
January 25 STCC 
January 28 @ Massasoit 
January 30 Dean 
‘The Knights Basketball team ia ander 500 oe Knights Women’s Backeihen 2013 soascn. February 4 Bristol 
en ote eccanercen: | Fewvs obetcnm 
Feburary 8 @ Mass Bay ; , 
February 11 Vermont Tech 
February 15 _—_ Lincoln 
‘Support Emmaus House in Haverhill Bae Seen ee 
this winter by donating to || | Femary23 Mecca championship ; 
Mey, February 26 NJCAA Region XXI Playdown 
March 1 NJCAA Region XXI Semi-Final 
To S for Jo March 2 NJCAA Region XXIChampionship ‘ 
y ; yy March 13-15 NJCAA Tournament 
a toy drive being held by the Early 
« 


Childhood Education club. 


INEPT ARE RET PE ST TO SET EL LETTE RE EE SS OR RN ETS 


Donations of new, non-wrapped 
toys and art supplies are being 
accepted in the donation box in 


the lobby of the Spurk building, 
in Haverhill. 


For more information contact Gail Feigenbaum at 
gfeigenbaum@necc.mass.edu 


by Esth 
Women’s Volleyball season was unfortunately ely canceled. =e 


due to insufficient interest, but they hope to bounce back 
next year. 
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Photos by Faith Gregory 


A trip in search of the most scenic snow covered views on the Northern Essex 
Community College Haverhill Campus sent Arts and Entertainment Editor Faith 
Gregory accross the street behind the Sport and Fitness Center, where she found 
duck prints in the snow of a court leading towards the road and Lake Kenoza. She 
followed the prints to the lake where she found arguably the most beautiful spot 
on campus, and families of ducks and geese fishing for dinner in the icy waters. 


